CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 25 – LIVING A LIFE OF FAITH (APPROPRIATING GOD'S KINGDOM PROMISES)
INTRODUCTION:
God has so much in store for every person once they become a believer. God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. In the book of Hebrews we read, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6) Putting our faith and trust in the LORD is the key to embracing and experiencing all, that God has planned for our life. When we place our dependency on the LORD rather than on others and even our own wisdom and abilities, we begin to see God opening up doors that no man can close (Revelation 3:7-8) and turning around what seemed impossible circumstances.
In the book of Jeremiah we read, “Thus says the LORD:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD. For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when good comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land which is not inhabited.” (Jeremiah 17:5-6)

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

Trusting in the LORD is the key to experiencing God’s peace and strength, even during the storms of life, (Isaiah 26:3-4) to seeing our every need being met, (Matthew 6:31-33) to experiencing God’s ongoing protection in life, (Daniel Chapter 3 – Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego survived unharmed after being thrown into a fiery furnace for refusing to worship other gods) and to fulfilling all that God has planned for our life. The bible makes it clear that God wants all Christians to live a life full of purpose and meaning. (John 10:10) As Christians we can tap into all of God’s promises. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

The Christian walk is however an overcoming walk (Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:26, 3:5, 3:21, 21:7) and as believers we need perseverance and endurance to fulfill all that God has planned for our life. In the book of Hebrews we read, “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise.” (Hebrews 10:35-36) As Christians we need to appropriate our God given destiny. The bible makes it clear that every believer can walk in a supernatural dimension and achieve great things because of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” (Ephesians 1:3) “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)

Jesus Himself said, “And these signs will follow those who believe:  In My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” (Mark 16:17-18) Jesus also said to His disciples, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works that these he will do, because I go to My Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.” (John 14:12-14) As Christians we need to live an ongoing life of faith, just doing what Jesus tells us to do, so that we fulfill all that God has planned for our life. As Christians we should aspire to live in the supernatural realm and believe for God’s miracles in our own life. (Mark 9:23) I will now share 7 keys that can help us to live a life of faith.
1) WE NEED TO CHOOSE TO TAKE STEPS OF FAITH AS THE LORD DIRECTS – HAVING A CHILDLIKE TRUST IN THE LORD
The bible makes it clear that God is absolutely faithful and is both willing and able to help those who put their trust in Him. From God parting the Red Sea to make a way of escape for Moses and the children of Israel, (Exodus Chapter 14) to the woman being healed from the issue of blood as she reached out by faith to touch the hem of Jesus garment, (Mark 5:25-29) the Bible is full of accounts of the miracle working power of God. However to see the miracles we need to usually step out by faith to receive them. As the Children of Israel marched around the city of Jericho as instructed by the LORD, the walls fell down. (Joshua Chapter 6) God moves when we move. When Peter stepped out of the boat at the request of Jesus, he walked on the water. (Matthew 14:25-29) In the book of Hebrews we read, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) In following God’s plan for our life, we will at times be forced to overcome our fears and to take steps of faith, but God promises to be with us at all times. (Matthew 28:20)
2) THE IMPORTANCE OF FOLLOWING GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIFE (OBEDIENCE) – HIS VISION, HIS PROVISION
We must always move in faith but not in presumption. God’s work done in His ways will never lack finances. His vision for our life will never lack provision. Knowing the will of God for our life is therefore very important. The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17) We need to be continually led by the Holy Spirit in all that we do, (John 16:13) as well as in our prayers. (Romans 8:26-27) The Apostle John wrote, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
3) WE MUST BELIEVE FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS WHEN WE PRAY
We must always pray in faith, believing for the answered prayer as we pray. Meditating on the promises contained in God’s Word helps to build up our faith for miracles as we pray. The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17) As the Bible is one hundred percent inspired of God  (2 Timothy 3:16) and because God promises that His Word shall not return to Him void, (Isaiah 55:11) we can pray out and build our lives on all of the promises contained in God’s word with absolute confidence. Jesus Himself said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.” “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24) 

4) KEEPING OUR EYES CONTINUALLY ON JESUS AND THE BIGNESS OF GOD RATHER THAN ON THE PROBLEMS IN OUR LIFE

We must always keep our eyes on Jesus and the bigness of God. Nothing is impossible for God when we put our complete trust in Him. Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) Even though God was giving the land of Canaan to the children of Israel, (Numbers 13:1) ten of the twelve spies that Moses sent out to spy out the land that God was giving them could only focus on the giants in the land and as a result were filled with fear. Because of their fear and unbelief they so disheartened the children of Israel with their negative report that a whole generation of the children of Israel failed to enter into the land that God had promised to give them. (Numbers Chapters 13 & 14) When Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the storms around him, he began to sink. (Matthew 14:30) If we continually meditate on the problems in our life, what is only a molehill can begin to look like a mountain. We must learn to speak to the mountains in our life “to be removed in the Name of Jesus” rather than about the mountains. We must always keep our focus on the bigness of our God and keep our focus on the eternal things. (Colossians 3:1-2) Jesus said, Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33) 

5) MEDITATING ON THE PROMISES AND MIRACLES IN GOD’S WORD – RENEWING OUR MIND WITH KINGDOM THINKING

In a world full of negativity and fears it is important that Christians continually meditate on the Word of God to maintain a Kingdom mindset and a strong faith to believe for miracles. The miracles performed by God in the early church, as seen in the book of Acts, can be experienced by all believers today. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2) The LORD said to Joshua just before he was about to lead the children of Israel into the promised land, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) 
6) WE MUST BE CAREFUL WHAT WE LOOK AT AND LISTEN TO IN LIFE (FEAR ENTERTAINED IS FAITH CONTAMINATED)

As Christians we need to ensure that we are careful about what we focus on and meditate on in life. Negative, unbelieving, fear filled statements from others and the bad news reports in the media can all begin to undermine the faith of even the strongest of believers. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
7) CHOOSING OUR FRIENDS WISELY (We must choose friends who encourage us to become people of faith and destiny) The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
